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ACTION NEA-IO 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 PER-03 SCSE-00 SCA-OI EB-07 /022W 

1I536I 

R03I233Z AUG76 

FM AMEMBASSY MANAMA BAHRAIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 3327 
USDOC WASHINGTON DC 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI UAE 
AMCONGEN DHAHRAN SAUDI ARABIA 
AMEMBASSY DOHA QATAR 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA SAUDI ARABIA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT OMAN 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN IRAN 

UNCLAS MANAMA 1101 

ABU DHABI PUR ASF, PASS DUBAI 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS : OTRA, BA 

SUBJECT : HOTEL SCARCITY IN BAHRAIN 

1. HAVING ONLY RECENTLY BEEN SOMEWHAT RELIEVED BY 
THE DELAYED OPENING OE THE BAHRAIN HILTON IN DECEMBER 
1975, THE HOTEL SITUATION FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE 
HAS TAKEN A TURN EOR THE WORSE. THE BOARD OE 
DIRECTORS OE THE GULF HOTEL HAS RECENTLY ANNOUNCED 
THAT IT IS "PERMANENTLY" CLOSING ONE HALE OE THE 

230 ROOM HOTEL BECAUSE OE SERIOUS STRUCTURAL 
PROBLEMS WHICH RESULT IN IT BEING "UNSAEE" FOR 
OCCUPANCY. OF THE REMAINING 120 ROOMS AT THE 
GULF, ALMOST ALL ARE PERMANENTLY COMMITTED TO THE 
GOVERNMENT OE BAHRAIN AND AIRLINE CREW LAYOVERS. 

THE GULE, THEREFORE, IS ESSENTIALLY CLOSED TO THE 
PUBLIC. 

2. FOR FIRST CLASS HOTELS, THAT LEAVES THE HILTON 
(188 ROOMS) AND THE DELMON (120 ROOMS). AT BOTH 
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OF LEBANESE NATIONALS WHO HAVE BEEN IN BAHRAIN 
FOR THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS AS WELL AS AIRLINE 
CREWS. THUS OF THOSE 308 ROOMS, PERHAPS ONLY HALF 
ARE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC ON AN AVERAGE DAY. 

3. IN BAHRAIN, THERE ARE OTHER ACCEPTABLE, ALTHOUGH 
SMALLER AND DEFINITELY NOT FIVE-STAR, HOTELS- 
RANGING DOWN FROM THE TYLOS, AND INCLUDING MOON PLAZA, 
MIDDLE EAST, SAHARA AND OMAR KHAYYAM. THESE HOTELS 
HAVE BEEN FULLY BOOKED AS WELL DURING THE PAST YEAR. 
ONE NEW HOTEL, THE RAMADA INN, MAY OPEN IN SPRING 

1977, BUT ASIDE FROM THAT WE SEE NO RELIEF IN SIGHT. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY WOULD BE APPRECIATIVE 
OF STATE AND COMMERCE AS WELL AS REGIONAL POSTS 
INFORMING TRAVELLERS INTENDING TO VISIT BAHRAIN OF 
THE VERY TIGHT HOTEL ROOM SITUATION FOR THE NEXT 
YEAR. BUSINESSMEN SHOULD COME ONLY WITH CONFIRMED 
RESERVATIONS. FOR OFFICIAL VISITORS, EMBASSY WOULD 
APPRECIATE AS MUCH LEAD TIME IN MAKING RESERVATIONS 
AS POSSIBLE - AND EVEN THEN WE CAN MAKE NO 
GUARANTEES ABOUT AVAILABILITY. 

TWINAM 
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